	
	JOINT PRESS RELEASE
	



“SECURITY INSTITUTE’s “WILF KNIGHT AWARD” JOINS 
SECURITY EXCELLENCE AWARDS NIGHT”

In a joint statement Brian Sims Editor Hon FSyI of SMT Online and life-long supporter of the Institute, together with Institute Chairman Mike Bluestone, announced that the winner of the new Wilf Knight Award would be announced at the Security Excellence Awards next month. This event, which is the major awards ceremony for security management professionals, will be taking place on 22nd October at the Hilton, Park Lane, and last year attracted over 700 guests to this glittering occasion.
The Wilf Knight Award is for security management students and is named in honour of Wilf, who was a Fellow of the Institute and who passed away in 2008. The award reflects the Security Institute’s desire to encourage and recognise the achievements of new members of the security profession. 

Wilf had an MA and MPhil from Cambridge University and regarded himself as very lucky to be given the opportunity to attain these.  He commented later in life that he believed that these qualifications helped him to achieve the undoubted success he enjoyed as a Security Consultant.
The Award will be made to the author of a management project and/or report or dissertation judged to meet the criteria for the award and to be the best project or report published in that year. 

The judging panel, which includes former SyI Director Patricia Knight (Wilf’s widow), will be looking for a project which shows evidence of particular distinction and/or innovation in methodology or theorising in the general field of security management and/ or professional security practice. The winning project report must make a valuable contribution to the development of security management. The Institute reports that five entries have been shortlisted for this inaugural award, and judging will take place shortly.

In commenting about the decision to add this to the Security Excellence Award portfolio, Brian Sims said “We’ve had some fantastic Security Excellence Awards ceremonies over the years and, each time October comes around, we always strive to go that extra mile in enhancing our guests’ enjoyment. This year, we have several new sponsors on board, and I know that all of our Awards supporters will be delighted at the addition of The Wilf Knight Award”
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Note to Editors
With over 1000 members, the Security Institute is the largest association for professional membership in the UK, and is actively involved in promoting the highest standards of professionalism within the security business sector and to the wider business community. 
Earlier this year the Institute launched Student and Graduate Membership, with the aim of attracting professionals just embarking on a career in security. In support of students, the Institute has also launched a free Mentoring service attractive to students, and also the new Wilf Knight Award. The Institute currently has 5 students members, but anticipates many more as this initiative gains momentum.

For more information contact the Security Institute at (   +44 (0) 8453 707 717, (    info@security-institute.org, 
(  www.security-institute.org






