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30 September 2010









Dear Home Secretary,



The Security Institute has noted with deep concern unconfirmed media reports that Her Majesty’s Government may abolish the Security Industry Authority (SIA).

The Security Institute membership consists of just under 1,000 security professionals, who represent a diverse range of public and private sector organizations. The strength of feeling amongst the overwhelming majority of our members is for the work of the SIA to continue. 

We recall the difficult years prior to the introduction of regulation, when criminal activity and influences permeated large parts of the industry, and operational standards were too frequently either low, or non-existent. The private security industry broadly welcomed the introduction of regulation, and the Security Institute has continued to support the work of the SIA since its inception, maintaining close ties. We do not want to run the risk of return to the bad old days.

The SIA’s position and regulatory status, has acted as a beacon of influence not only in terms of the industry’s overall integrity, but also in respect of raising standards in the best interests of buyers of security services.  There can be no doubt that since the introduction of regulation there has been a notable reduction in the extent of criminal involvement and influences in the private security sector. This has enabled increased confidence and trust in the private security sector on the part of the police, and the British public in general. Our understanding is that it has been cost neutral; and if this is not the case, it can be.

The tens of thousands of licensed private security officers and other personnel play a key role in crime prevention and in the wider security of our country, often working alongside, or in cooperation with the police. In the face of the continuing threat of terrorism, and with the 2012 Olympics looming ever closer, the abolition of the regulator would present an increase in risk to the security of the United Kingdom.

We would urge that any contemplated changes to the existence or status of the SIA be placed on hold, pending a period of consultation with the private security industry. We would be happy to assist during that consultation.

Yours sincerely,




Mike Bluestone MA FSyI			Lord Carlile of Berriew Q.C.
Chairman					President
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